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Bake-Off Raises Money, Wrecks Diets

The Firesiders’ annual Bake Off was truly a success. In addition to providing a great grilled dinner and an evening of fellowship, the evening raised over $2000 for the youth’s trip to Montreat, NC in August. Thanks to both the bakers and bidders!

Women’s Brunch was a treat—thanks to the Men’s Fellowship

The Men’s Fellowship Group pampered CSPC’s ladies with a delicious brunch  May 7. The breakfast has become an annual tradition and always offers fun, good food and fellowship.

CSPC Kitchen Shower—May 29

Mark your calendar to attend the CSPC Kitchen Shower, Sunday, May 29. We’ll gather to enjoy a supper of pulled pork, beef or chicken at 5 PM, before we open the shower of gifts for our kitchen. The Fellowship Committee is sponsoring the event to gather items we need to have a more efficient church kitchen.

Please check the “gift registry” posted in the 
Gathering Room and sign up for the item you’d
like to bring. Also, if your family name begins with 
A-M, bring a side dish to go with the barbecue; 
families with names beginning N-Z, please bring a 
dessert to share. Questions? Contact Crystal 
Harden (342-5092)or Patricia McGregor(491-4698)

Take Dad Out to the Ballgame

Plan on joining the fun and fellowship when CSPC
attends the Florence Freedom baseball game on 

Father’s Day, June 19. Game time is 7:05. Please 
let the Fellowship Committee know you’re attending

via the sign up sheet, which will be posted in the 
Gathering Room in May. Tickets will cost about 
$8.00; the more who attend, the lower the price will
be. Money needs to be paid a week in advance. 
Contact Jim Burdick (586-8528) with questions.
Elder Training

On April 10th, five members of CSPC and Rev. 
Schafer traveled to The Kennedy Heights 

Presbyterian Church to hear The Reverend Dr. 
Cynthia McCall Campbell speak on evaluating the 

needs of churches in the 21st century. She suggest-

ed several questions that sessions can ask about 

their church which will help discern the direction a 
church should take.  Dr. Campbell believes 

that once a congregation has defined its context,
it should adapt to it and then love that context.  

She reiterated this through the three steps of 
discernment, discipleship and daring, which allows a 
session not only to choose a direction, but to act on its decisions and embrace changes.  The lecture was 

preceded by a wonderful dinner catered by P.I.P. 
(Power Inspires Progress), a local program which 
offers on-the-job training for inner city residents, 
empowering them to change their lives.  It was a great 

evening all around! -Terry David, Janet Stadtmiller, Ernie Elliot, Sarah Cottongim, Karen Ginn, and Rev. Schafer

Bible Study Opportunity

Rev. Randy Schafer now offers an adult

Bible class studying the book of Revelation. In addition to meeting during the Sunday School hour, the class is taught each Tuesday from 6:00 to 8:00 PM, Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 PM and Friday mornings 9:30 to 11:30 AM. The group is using an inexpensive study guide. To obtain a copy, or if you have questions contact Randy (309-255-0713.)

Sexuality Classes for Youth

For several years, CSPC has offered its youth a series of classes about human sexuality from the Christian perspective. They follow the curriculum “God’s Gift of Sexuality” which is written for youth in middle and high school. There was a brief informational meeting for parents and youth following worship May 8. If you missed the meeting or still have questions, contact Erin Murphy (331-1201) who is coordinating the program.

Financial Update  

The Balance Sheet and Operating Statement YTD as of April 30, 2011 are posted on the bulletin board across from the church office. If you have any questions contact Karen Peters or a member of the Finance Committee.


ACTUAL
 BUDGET

Income
$76,542.67
$70,468.00

Expenses
73,713.07
83,642.00

Difference
2,829.60

CLASP Celebration 

CLASP (Children of Ludlow After School Program) will hold an end of year celebration May 21 hosted by Lakeside church, Members of all four churches involved with CLASP are invited to attend.  Hamburgers, hot dogs and drinks will be provided with the churches providing side dishes. CSPC has been asked to provide desserts. Dinner will be at 6PM.  Come see what CLASP has accomplished. Contact Jerry Hinners (491-7676) or Ernie Elliot (331-2941) with questions. Sign up sheet in the Gathering Room.

Session Notes for April 2011

At its meeting April 11, the CSPC Session:

*approved Rev. Schafer’s request for study leave for Harvest University May 8-11;  

*tabled motion from Rev. Schafer requesting that CSPC become a “Bethel Bible Church”;

*formalized a motion to celebrate communion on April 3, 2011 and not on May 1, 2011, to approve Karen Greenhow’s use of the Gathering Room on Saturday, June 25,  3-7 PM for a bridal shower for Jennifer Schnitzler;

*scheduled a 6-hour session retreat on Saturday May 28 from 9AM-3 PM to discuss and discern the immediate direction of CSPC.  This will replace the stated May session meeting. 

*approved separate Children’s Worship to take place during the summer; 

*approved Brad Neal as an Inquirer for the Committee for Preparation on Ministry. 
Music Camp, Sunday School and More!

The Learning Committee is planning Joyful Noise, a summer music camp for children in kindergarten through fifth grade. The camp will be directed by Becky Morrison. Volunteer to 
help with music-themed snacks, crafts and learning fun. Camp sessions will be 9:30 to noon, Monday through Friday. Date will be selected soon.

Also, the committee invites CSPC members to attend a meeting May 19 at 6:30 to plan Sunday School for 2011-2012. Come and share your thoughts.  
Scott Scholarship Fund

CSPC students who are entering college or continuing their college education may apply for the Robert and LaVerne Scott Scholarship. Application forms are in the narthex and are due July 17. 
Calendar 

May 15, 4:30-6 PM
Firesiders’ meeting
May 19, 6:30 PM
Sunday School meeting
May 20, noon

Chicks with Sticks

May 21, 6 PM

CLASP Celebration

May 23

Mary Esther Circle

May 24, 7 PM

Bound by Books

May 25

IHN Day at St. Agnes

May 27, noon
Lunch Bunch at the Diehls

May 28

Session Retreat


May 29, 5 PM
Barbecue/Kitchen Shower

June 2, 7 PM
Worship Committee meeting

June 3, noon

Chicks with Sticks

June 19 

Father’s Day

7:05 PM 
Florence Freedom Baseball Game

Weekly Activities

Tuesdays, 6 PM
Revelation Class

Wednesdays, 6:30PMBell Choir Practice


7:30 PM
Choir Practice

Thursdays, 10 AM
Women’s Prayer Group


6:30 PM
Revelation Class

Fridays, 9:30 AM     
Revelation Class

Saturdays, 8 AM
Men’s Fellowship


710 Western Reserve Road


Crescent Springs, KY 41017


www.cspresby.com
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Brothers and Sisters,


As you may have heard, the number of votes required to change ordination requirements for officers of the PCUSA (Elders, Deacons, & Ministers of Word and Sacrament) has been attained. Previously the ordination standards required faithfulness within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman or chastity in singleness. Like many I am concerned about how the new ordination standard will be applied and the effect these changes will have on our denomination. Regardless of which side of this issue you find yourself, please remember that God is in control and truth will prevail. Personally, I believe that this issue has more to do with our views concerning the authority of Scripture than the ordination issues at hand. Allow me to explain:


When we receive members into the Presbyterian Church, we ask three questions concerning faith. We ask for affirmation publicly in the community of believers. These affirmations are: 


1) Do you confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior? 


2) Do you reject the bondage of sin in your life? 


3) Will you participate actively and responsibly in the worship and mission of the church?


Upon affirmation of these questions, a person is accepted into membership.


When ordained as an officer of the Presbyterian Church, either as an Elder, Deacon, or Minister of Word and Sacrament, one affirms ordination vows. These ordination vows include the following:


a) Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal and God’s Word to you?


b) Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the Confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God?


c) Will you fulfill your office in obedience to Jesus Christ under the authority of Scripture and be continually guided  by our Confessions?


There are several other affirmations required in order to be ordained into church office but these suffice to clarify this issue.


As members of the Presbyterian Church USA, we affirm Lordship of Jesus Christ and reject the bondage of sin in our lives. As a result, how we conduct ourselves should be a reflection of Christ’s reign in our lives. We affirm Jesus Christ is Lord of our lives including our sexuality. This is where we may find conflict in how the new ordination standards are applied and what Scripture and our Confessions teach. The previous standards while not all encompassing regarding behaviors that would invalidate a candidate for ordination (e.g. failure to tithe is not considered a disqualification) they did align with Presbyterian Confessional standards and historical Scriptural understandings of marriage. For example, by definition (Webster), consensual sexual relations by individuals outside the covenant of marriage is fornication. Scripture condemns fornication and/or the sexually immoral. (1 Corinthians 5:9, 11, 6:9, 18, Hebrews 12:16, 13:4, Revelations 21:8, 22:15) If Christ is Lord of our sexuality, unchaste behavior is not acceptable in the life of a committed follower of Jesus.


In similar fashion, officers of the church affirm Scripture as “God’s Word” to us and the authoritative witness to Jesus Christ. As part of the ordination vows, officers affirm belief that the Confessions of our church are reliable expositions of what Scripture leads officers to believe. The Confessions are to instruct and help officers lead in the church. Additionally, officers of the church vow obedience to Jesus Christ under the authority of Scripture and promise to be continually guided by the Confessions as they fulfill the calling of Elder, Deacon or Minister of Word and Sacrament. The Confessions attest; Canonical Scripture to be the true Word of God (Second Helvetic Confession 5.001 Westminster Confession 6.001), Scripture frames a life acceptable to God (5.002, 6.002) and Scripture teaches fully all Godliness and is the authoritative rule of life (5.003, 6.004-.006). 


Therefore, as leaders whether considering individuals for ordination, or evaluating personal behavior in life, whether “good or bad”, “acceptable or unacceptable”, these considerations shall be made using Scripture and the Confessions as the foundation for our doctrinal positions. To do otherwise, violates our ordination vows. Scripture teaches that leaders in the church are held to high standards of behavior. Like it or not, when a leader exhibits moral failure, many people, both in and outside the church suffer. 


These are difficult times in the life of the church as we struggle in seeking grace while pursuing God’s will. In many ways I look forward to continuing discussions around these topics and pray for respect and perseverance for all concerned. 


In Christ,


Randy





For the text of the amendment, see page 2. For additional information, go to www.pcusa.org











Book of Order, Amendment to G-6.0106b


Standards for ordained service reflect the church’s desire to submit joyfully to the Lordship of Jesus Christ in all aspect of life (G-1.0000) The governing body responsible for ordination and/or installation (G 1.4.0240; G-1.4.0450) shall examine each candidate’s calling, gifts, preparation and suitability for the responsibilities of office. The examination shall include, but not be limited to, a determination of the candidate’s ability and commitment to fulfill all requirements as expressed in the constitutional questions for ordination and installation (W-4.4.003).








