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Mike’s Meanderings

I read about a family that setes up their little nativity scene and leaves the
manger empty awaiting the birth of Jesus. Throughout Advent, family members
do good deeds, and for each good deed a piece of hay is placed in the manger. The
more good deeds, the more hay. And the more hay, the more ready the stable is
to receive Jesus.

I thought the practice was delightful, but I mentioned it to a friend who had
quite a different reaction. He snorted, “What a perfect way to turn Christmas
into a season of good works instead of a time of grace!”

Meaybe my friend is right. We like to be in control rather than in need We
love knowing—or pretending—that we have sarned our own way in life. Most of
us are more comfortable giving than receiving. Don’t misunderstand. Acts of
kindness, deeds of helpfulness, and gestures of charity are always fitting, no mat-
ter what season. I'mm glad Christmas nudsges us to do a little extra for those in
need.

But Christmas isnt about our goodness. It isn’t about Workm_g harder or
earning Gods favor. I love the spiritual disciplines T T L Tl TS
of Advent, but let's not kid ourselves that we can
ever be entirely ready or worthy for the coming of |
Jesus. We can’t do enough good deeds or pile up
enough hay to deserve this gift from heaven.

That’s the whole point of Christmas—the great
gift of Jesus Christ sent from God. A gift disarms us |"*
because a true gift is always unearned and unmer- | Lo ©
ited. A gift strips away our pretensions and renders|. ..
our hard work irrelevant. When Christmas arrives, |~~~ =
we can only say Thank You. Christmas is grace
pure and simple, and nothing pleases God more

than our acceptance of that grace.
Feel like doing some good deeds today? Go for it! But remember that what-

ever you do or don’t do today, whether or not you measure up to your own ex-
pectations, God already loves you and has sent Christ to prove it. You can bask
in God’s love and you can spread it around, but nothing you do can ever add to

1t.

Peace!

—Mike




Christmas Growth by Steve Clark

Growth -~ FEiangelsm - Invii-
ing -~ Bharing, These are words
that ssem to szend shivers to
gven longtime Christians.

Before we kept time God had a
gift that he wanbed %o shars
with the world Hs led his cres-
iion through thousands of
years to show s just how spe-
cial this gift is. Just over 2000
years ago God gave the fireg
Christmas gifs. Jesus the Son of
God! This is the Jesus who
would bake our punishmeni
and it obedisncs, defsat, and
death.

Jesus, the firat earthly Chris-
tlann  evangelist, started His
chureh, sharing His message
through the years with every
man, woman and child who lis-
tened. Emnlisting peopls of all
walks of life, God wants w8 to
continue spreading the “Good
News”, entrusting this task to
those of us who know Jesus ag
Bavicr and Lord, the Church of
today.

We (God’s Church) are spread
throughout the world, but need
to remember that those of us
at CSPC still have an important
rols in condimmuing what Jesus
started, right here where we
Hvsl

Sunday School Offers Benefits For All

Here we are, Christmas 2005,
heading into a new year and
we 8iill have something special
%o shars with our neighbors,
famity, co-workers and frisnds.

Your Growth Committee is
working on helping each of us
realize how special our churech
is and how we can learn to
share with others.

Here are some wayvs the
Growth Committes plans to im-
plement God's word:

I- OQur efforts will center
on the psople of GSPC,
not just our Pastor or
DPTrograms.

2 We ars planning a
unigue survey Lo gather
information about our
congregation and its
menber’s beliefs to cre-
ate a portrait of who we
are.

3- We will invite others to
compare themsslves Via
webslte or on paper, and
come visit 50 learn more
abowut 1us.

4- We will ask for prayers
of support for our work
remaining open io ideas
and, suggsestions.

8- We will share informsa-
tion and suggestions

by Carcl Buckhout

with our church mem-
bers that will aliow any-
ons to Invite, or share
with other people.

Take a minute $0 remsember
that you have the most special
gift in history to share. God's
word says it this way, “For God
so loved %the world that He
gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him
should mnot perisk but have
ebternal lifs”

‘%“}ﬂ‘ﬁ

God gave us the first Christmas
£, now It Is up to us to ghare
Lthe most special gify the world
has ever known.

et

Sunday School is a staple in the list of church activities. We all know about Sunday School,
so It's not really ‘Tiews” for the newsletter, right? Buf, even though the program is famil-

lar, it's worth thinking about it. What is Sundey School?

First of all, Sunday Sechool is Christian education. It's & time set aside for learning, a proe-
ess that continues all our lHves, That’s why thers are Sunday School classes at CSPC for ail

ages. It’s not just for kids.

Yei, Sunday School offers kids early experiences in the life of our church family. Yes,
there are Bible stories, and then Bible study and lessons on church higtory. And that’s the
focug, even when games, crafts and other learning activities get ncisy or seem silly.

Sundsy School is also a small group of Christians learning together, so classes offer fellow-
ship, support of sach other, prayer by and for one another, and a place to develop relation-

ships within the congregation. These elements are a common thread.
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Offers Opportunity For GSPC To Serve Community

The words “cormmunity service” are words we see and hear a 1ot
bud how can we as individuals and as a chureh pul thess words
Lo gopod 1use? We have all mmade charitable coniribulions o diffsre-
ent ecauses such as hurricane and tsunarni rebief and have placed
a. Tew dollers In the Salvation Army bucket during Christmas, bul
we know there ape other ways o help people In need, A grest
way 1o reach oul 0 others is by offering a few hours of our iims
on a Wednesday at the Interfaiih Hospitalily Network at 3%, Agnes
Church in F& Wright. IHN of Northern Kentucky provides emer-g
gencgy shelter. msals and assistance to families withoul homnes ——
through a loeal nsiwork of sheliers IHW alsc provides a farmily .
day cenler Lo assist families with housing employmand and . -

CGzrol and Dan Polnts arrive savly in

OLRET Iesourcss. _ the duy 1o prepare for Lhe gueshs,
Homsskesping duties inekude dighwssh

church of IHN. VGIUHB@BTS ';wws The ?;g-amt; na?.fe W;Eunbsfam:izi
are needed on IEN nigh{ IHY for the past § years. Oarcl enieys
which DOCUITS OTL o the ""'L*_lar&{i&cﬁn” _apgm.aﬂh in helping
Wednesday every 910 —oesinmesd

weeks, GSPC membsers

help by serving as housekespsrs, dinner hosts, cooks,
acilvity hosts, and sven helping children with

% homework. There ars volunbéesrs from CEPC who
regularly offsr time who srjoy the opportunity of

e hielping others as well as the comradery bebwesn

L other GBPC chureh membsrs,

How can we help¥? Announcsments will be mads
in fhe chrurceh bulletin and & sign-up sheet will be

e;f.m%?'a:'t of the guests 2t dinner dme. The

mezl iz provided by 03PC woluniesrs snd i
gﬁ;ﬁ:ﬁﬁiﬁi&%ﬁ%ﬁﬁtfﬁiffiz ésif%“; posted in the Narthex Dawn Miller and Stephanie
Jort ol Hke bo nrovids a novered dih  BO¥( &lso provide information such as directions o
mesat, drinks, or dessers St. Agnes, and Instructions for each duly which ﬂan

also be found on the church websits ab =
cspchurchnet. Dawn and Stephanie are always happy to answer any quostions oon
eerning THN,

Qzrol Bugkhout serves as activity hosiess. The

Hze Hing znd Nancey Heed often team togetber for

THN might. Heae loves inderaching with the shildren Bucekhonis often voluntser togethsT a5 2 family
znd glaims thel Nengy is mrondertul with fellowshin znd snjoy thiz Hime together a5 they help other
of the aduil gussks femities i meed.

Mzake the words “community service” a reality in your life by veluntesring a few hours
of your time every fwo months at THN night with other GSPC volhuntesrs. The rewsrds
Will exeeed your expschations and you will find yoursslf a ferrific way to help cthers
who will benefit greatly through the loving help of other fsllow Christians,
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Reaching Oul

On Tuesday, Janu-
ary 1¥™ (8PC win
host & meal for ths
STARS meeting (&
free Grisf Support
Program for Kids)
Ths STARS program
helps children sges
5 through 1% deal
with the death of a

loved one by helping g .;- '
people oW

young
grieve and to cope
with. loss, a3 well as
helping thermn to find
strength  and  joy
again. The program,

To Help Others

coordinated though St
Blizebeth Hospice Program
and Linnemann Funsral
Homes, meets Twice a
month at &:30 pm. ai the
Gloria Del Church In
Crestview  Hills with
trainsd’  facilitafors and
volunteers. 'This program
8 includes children and
b their caretakers and can
W rangs in size from 60 to
80 participants. (wwwr,
starsforchildren.com)

To host this meal, we
need your helpl ¥

CSPC will host a pizza
meal for the STARS pro-
gram January 17.

you can donate money

Recipes Wanted For CSPC Cookbook

by Leslie Marquardt

toward the meal (pizza and
salad), pleass place a few dol
lars in the enwvelopss marked
STARS Grief Support Meal and
plece In the offering plates.
{(We will distribute the enve
lopes in the worship bullstins
after Christmas) If you can
prepare/donate & dessert for
the meal {cookies, ete.) or your
time fc help serve ths meal,
plesss sign the shset In the
Gathering Room or conbact Les-
lie Marquardt (586-2747.)
Thank you for hsiping young
ones in their journey of under-
shanding and healing.

The WMigsion Cormmiites Is col-
lecting new recipes to update
the CSPC Cockbook which bs-
gan In the mid-1980's and re-
vised in 1980. This cookbook
will also serve as & Immuch-
needed fundraiser for the Mis-
giorn: Commitiee.

Volunteers are also needed to en-
ter hand-written recipes in Word
formab.

"To gsubmit your favourite rscips,
please email to cspe@cspehurchnst
or place In ths Mission Commnitiee
or Deacon mailbox located in the
chirrch office.

Stay tuned to the church bulletin

for more details..

Nominating Committee Seeks Gdidates For Vacancies by Kim Martin

The nominasing commities will begin the process of sclecting candidatbes for upcoming vaecanciss for
Riders, Descons, and commities heads. I you would like to submib the name of a well gqualified can-
didste, plesse forward the name to your nominating committes members. Thops persons serving on
the nominsting committes this year are: Kim Martin, Steve Thrasher, Carol Points, Billie Grant,

Jerry Hinners, Valerie Penics, and Becky Morrison.

Fellowship News

The adult Christmas party was held December
10th at the home of Betty and Ernie HiHott.
The dinner was a catered affair enjoyed by ap-
proximately 88 CEFC adults who were wined
and dinesd. Special thanks go to Alan and
Kathy Vicory, Rusth Crowder (mother of
Kathy), and Jsannie Harr(friend of Kathy),
and of course Betty and BErnie Elliof

The next feliowship event will be held In mid-
February which may inciude a Chill cook-off
and possibly a silent auctiorn. More dstails wil
soonl become availabis.

Kirn Martin
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“Harry Poiter and the Goblet of Fire”

A Movie Review by Monics Pence

“Bwverything’s golng to
change now, isn't it9” Oh,
ves. Harry Potter’s fourth
yvear at Hogwarts is the
piveotial poinmt  for the
whole series. Why? Volde-
mert 18 back, but not just
as & parasite or s mem-
ory. He's back in his origi-
nal body, more powerful
than. ever. Witnessing this
rebirth ig just one of the
many visaal dslights of
the fourth Harry Potter

lent examnple of a totedly
intense scene, not to men-
tion my favorite of the
tasks in the movie.

movie installment, Harry 8-
Potier and the Goblet of Br

Fire,

Because of my love for
the bocks, I am a big
critic of the movies. Yet, I
believe that this Harry
Potter movie outdid the
others by far. They did
cut out Mra Weasley, the
Dursleys, and SP.EW., but
overall, director. K Mike
Newsll (Four Weddings
and a Funeral) did a good
job fitting a several humn-
dred-page book into two
and a half hours.

The movie may not be for
yvounger c¢hildren, how-
ever, because many Scenes
are very dark, sesing as
every book gebs darker.
Ag Maddie Weiner so elo-
guently puts it, “Lot’s of
scenss were Lotally in-
tensel” I had expected the
First Task to not be very
good onscreen, with &
really animated-looking
dragon, bub Instead it
turned out to be an excel-

Harry walks into the rins,
everything is silent, and it
geems as if the dragon is
't there. Then, suddeniy
the brilliantly done Horn-
tail jumps out with a
crash and nearly turns
Harry into a piece of fried
bacon with a pillar of fire-
breath. 1 even let out a
squeaky scream in the
theater at this part. This
gcene was nothing com-
pared to the ending scenes
in the graveyard, how-
ever. Those scenes are Lo
tally, totally  intense.
Ralph Filenmnes is an armaz-
ing Lord Voldemort.

Not everything is dark
and sinister, though. 1 ac-
tually found this movie to
be very funny. Neville
has some hilarious scenes,
and the Yule Ball makes
for & lot of funny mo-
ments between the girls

and guys. Alsc, I busted a
gut during the famous
beth scene.

My only complaints
would be that Dumbie-
dore is too rough, there is
no yeliing of “Constant
vigilance”, and  Victor
Krum has a buzg cub. I
found that Michael Gam-
bon'’s Dumbledore in the
movie does 110t possess the
calm, gentle disposition
that Dumbledore has in
the books. As Pastor Mike
puts it, “T loved Richard
Harris (Dumbledore in
movies one and two) in
that role, and I miss his
combination of serious
ness and self-deprecation.”
Alan Rickman is, howevsar,
the perfect Professor
Snape, as always. 1 really
hope he sisys for ths
sixth movie..

Overall, the movie was
above and beyond my ex-
pechations, Pastor Mike
comments, “I think it is
the best movie yet in the
geries. The sweeping, pano-
ramic scenss worked so
well—a feast for the eyesl”
And, as salways, the
breath-taking scenery of
Glencoe, Scotland was a
fantastic backdrop for all
the magical happenings at
Hogwarts. Maddie Weiner
puts it to the point with
an execessive, but homnest
amount of exclamation
marks: “the movie was
G-B-B-A-Tummy
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Bret Olson Seeks Help With Hurricane Relisf

Happy Advent! For those who don't know me I sttend CSPC when in town between ad-
ventures. I am participating in Americorps NCCC (Nabtional Civilian Community Corps),
a ten month service program with great educational benefits that are provided upon
completion. Presently I am working at the Mississippi Hurricane Recovery Hotline an-
gwaring phones. We get & lot of calls from people still in need. Despite it being thrse
mornths after the storm we still have a very high call volumes.

Al the hotline we have an "adopi-astuff’ center. They maich organizations that want to
adopt-a-fammily; school, church, cily, whatever. We also have a department that matches
peoples' donations with people in need and a volunieer department that places volun-

teers whers they are rnieeded

Hers is where you come in if you so choose:

If your organization, chureh, family, club,.ste (anyone you happen to be involved with)
calr help directly by participating in the adopt-a-stuff program (especially around the
Holidays) you can call the Mississippl Hurricane Recovery Hotline at 1-866-230-8903 or
email me at sOB.bolson@wittenbergedu and I will get your information to the right peo-

ple.

Also, If anyone has connections with the shipping or trucking Industries pleass call
us. One of the biggest problems is finding transportation for getting donaticns down to

the Guif

If you or your group want to volunteer over winter break or even spring break call the
hotline and the volunteer department can get you in coniact with meny organizations
- that are in need of volunteers.

The need is still very great. I spent this past Sunday down in Guifport, MS helping to
gub a woman's héme. She hadn't been able Lo enter her house of 15 years for three
moriths. She is living in a trailer provided by FEMA. The inside of her house looked like
& blender with warped floors, refrigerators, washers, couches, pictures, everything just
muddy and molding. She is one of the lucky ones because she can salvage some

things.

The rubble in many neighborhoods is still 5-6 feet tall as a result of the estimated 5-87
foot shorm. surge that hit the Gulf Coast. Words are not enough to express what I saw
and what I have experienced in the call center. Nevertheless, there is still work to be
done. Talk to your organizations and families and if you think you can help In anyway
or call the hotline (again 1-866-230-8803).

Peace to you ali,
Brst

Thank You From Chris Boyd

Chris Boyd offers a big “Thank You” to the congredation for ail the care packages, cards
and prayers he has received. He wishes everyons a safe and Merry Christmas. You may

continue to write to Chris atb;

SPC Royd, Chrisiopher
Aco 8TB, 1BCT, 101 ABN
OIF 4 (FOB Warrior)
APO AR OQE55
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Our First Pastor, The Rev. Charies B Diehl installed
Jen. 20, 1801 This picture was actually faken ab
CG8PC in 1848, Dienl was 786 at the time Notice his
hat in the bush behind him

The Kentucky Post, November 6,
1228,

June 12, 1935 (Front row ) The Rev. AM. Stous, Jo-
seph Fubanks (CSPC Charter Member), Charles Thirs,
George Fubanks. (Back row) Baby George Eubanks,
Carl Eubanks, Joe Eubanks, Franklin Hines.

A Bign of the Times: This photograph
wasg taken October 25, 1955

Pasior Farnie Krueger's calling card
dated April 26, 1988.




The CSPC Cheir of 1968 proudly
displays it’s new robes Front
row: Mary Jane Smith, Evelyn
Hllis, Blmire Reinhardt Scoti,
Kay Scott, Beveriy Maegly Glen
Middle row: Shirley Krueger,
Hriada Glaser, Alice Thirs, Alleen
Thirs, Carolyn: Harding, Ruih
Sehweitzer. Back row Hev. Ear-
nie Krueger, Robert Scoit,
Frenk Burdick, Thornion ILynieh,
Bill Glaser.

Dais wvu?? Well, sort of.. Former CSPC

= A8 Pastor Karnie Krueger filled in at the

A new sanctuary and a fellowship hall in the pulpit several months ago to the delight

basement of CSPC were construected in the mid- of the ngéga*tl?n“ Fo%c:wmg the ser-

1990's The dedication service was held on Penter 1o Pg.stqr Egrp__‘te a*d“m.lb”ed l}e enjoyed

cost Sunday, 1098. preaching agalr, bt onts for the pleas-
' ures of retired life

e

GSPC Sack Race 1951 (Women of tne  GSPC Sack Race 2004 (General

COhurch Piende) Chureh Picnie




Calvin’s Clues

A classic collection of conundrums for the entire clan.

i

11

Church Search

NREKYGIHGSJIS
OBEROTSAPGT
L YTCXNHSNIOCN
LKT C I SNOIZLDAG
JCNCS OA T QOB
Z DS OCGITXZEREBYV
OPRAISEZRBAND
CNESDRHKAXTITITMH
o DDBUV AILRSSG
ERLXOQBETFEFHED
FPERSTYILWNC CNUN
M CLZRAUYNTMEK
PXCDEBLPPDTFZK
C ZNMPGNZEKUJIOHEB
ELWUPFTZSMXAXEDQ
M Z G Z 0 CCHZRK
UK TS PV XCAZBZ
OWEZBZXBZAERKTUTL
RJOUPTXWNIHDR
TS VENRIYODOO
Advent Deacons
Bullriders Hldsrs
Claricn Flames
CBPC Goldsparks

D Q Z P M
6 K FEF VWV
L P DQYV
I O 8 F T
XR BV L
EY E KW
EL S D Z
HBL AN
OL DS8SEk
K Y F W2
J O I N G
L KB OV
BLIVYE
CIAXU
MIJZZB-A
MV HY W
VONOQHE
RL T OR
M PV UQ
JIJTNTE
Handbells
Meandesrings
Pastor

Piecemakers

MHROCOUKELEUHPERPNOD OGO
H<HWM%GEMSHWHEDWZNBD
TRHAXOHEORRZNRE YOG PG
NOHERHZENALOLDOU X 0 XA

Praise Band
Softball

DOWN:

C8PG high school youth group
City which Paul was arrested,

(Acts 28:17)

C8PC Clsrk of Session

Isaac’s favourite twin (Genssis
25:25.28)

Previous pastor Earnest
CSPC’s first minisker installed in
1901 .

10. Walked on water 3o reach Jegus
{Matthew 14:29-30)

PN pR W

ACROSS:

4. H Michael Brewer: “Who Needs
A d

8. CBPC organist

6. This arsa leads to the sanctuary

9. OF Comimitiee head

11 The architecturse of CSPC forms
a CTross.

Help the Purple Monkey find.
his guitari

o

Word search and masze submitied hy Fric and Casey Grant with the help of puzrlemaker.com.




